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A unique collection of art by 
Albert Namatjira and his family 

will be on display in Hahndorf next 
month, part of the Heysen Festival.
The works have been lent by an 
Adelaide collector of Namatjira 
paintings and other artworks.
The exhibition is a rare opportunity 
to view work by Albert, as well as his 
immediate and extended family.
Born at the Hermannsburg mission in 
1902, Albert was taught drawing as 
part of his eduction.
The mission pastor also encouraged 
the young people to make objects that 
could be sold to tourists – and Albert 
was quick to take up the work.
In the 1930s other artists were 
attracted to the region, including 
Rex Battarbee from Melbourne, 
who recognised Albert’s talent 
and encouraged him to paint the 
landscapes in the European style.
His work highlights the rugged 
geological features of the landscape, 
the distinct Australian flora and 
the very old stately white gums 

surrounded by twisted scrub, using 
colors that were similar to the ochres 
his ancestors had used to depict the 
same landscapes.
In his lifetime, Albert’s work was 
very popular, with his first exhibitions 
in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide 
being sold out, but after his death in 
1959 his paintings went through a 
period of neglect.
More recently his reputation has 
recovered, and Albert, his immediate 
and extended family, are recognised 
as making a distinctive and important 
contribution to Australian art.
The Hahndorf exhibition has been 
organised by Judy Francis as a fund-
raiser for Hills Disability Housing.
It will start with an invitation-only 
opening by TV personality Xavier 
Minniecon on October 7, at the 
Por2Gal restaurant, then continues 
on Saturday and Sunday, October 7 
and 8.
For further information or tickets to 
the opening (donations of at least 
$25 are appreciated) contact Judy on 
8391 6672, or judy@hdh.org.au

 WHAT’S ON

ARTISTS: 
GET IN TOUCH
To promote your arts or 
community event email 
Joan Clayton at:
joan@courier.net.au

Stirling will spring to life 
through October and November, 

with a six-week festival of creativity.
The Stirling Spring Expressions 
Festival is an initiative of the Stirling 
Business Association and will have 
a broad arts scope – visual, drama, 
music, performance, fashion, culinary 
and literary.
Highlights will be a masked character 
ball on Friday, October 21, a day 
of exhibitions, entertainment and 
performances on October 22, 
followed by a twilight cinema on the 
library lawns on October 22.
Festival director Marcus Battye 
said the aim was to make artistic 
expression available to all – families, 
young and mature people alike.
It starts on October 1, with children’s 

activities at the Stirling library, on the 
theme Take Me to your Reader.
The Stirling Players’ next production 
Life After George runs from October 
7 to 22 – an adult drama by Hannie 
Rayson, directed by John Graham.

There’s also an opportunity to go 
backstage, meet the director, cast and 
crew, and go behind the scenes after 
the matinee on October 9.
Between October 18 and 30, there 
will be a series of events including 
literary themed dinners and lunches, 
sculptures in Stirling’s main street, 
the regular market on October 23 and 
cellar door events on October 29 and 
30.
Julie Corfe of Stirling is holding an 
exhibition of her students’ work at 
The Table restaurant on October 22 
at 5pm, with the opportunity to stay 
for dinner and discuss the works with 
the artists.
The cartoons of the late Michael 
Atchison of Stirling will be featured 
in a retrospective exhibition of works 

and memorabilia at the library, from 
October 21 to November 13.
The Stirling Fine Arts Exhibition at 
St Catherines School on November 
11-13 will be the finale for the 
festival.
Nearly 100 artists are expected to 
take part in this major fundraiser for 
the school, with around 500 artworks 
including paintings, sculpture, 
mosaics, jewellery and outdoor art.
There is still opportunity for artists of 
all kinds to take part in the festival, as 
exhibitors, stallholders, performers, 
buskers or speakers, for example.
Enquiries to Marcus Battye, 0413 
644 414, marcus@befutureproof.
com.au or Adelaide Schiblhut of 
adelaide@artseen.com.au

Rhododendron talk
Many of the historic gardens of 
Stirling contain rhododendrons well 
over 100 years old, and owe their 
legacy to the early settlers who 
collected seeds from around the 
world.
According to Barb Field of the 
Rhododendron Society, many original 
property owners employed plant 
hunters to collect seed and specimens 
to enhance their gardens.
The society is hosting a lecture 
on Friday, September 16, at the 
Coventry Library, Stirling, at 7pm, 
on the subject of Joseph Hooker’s 
Himalayan journals.
Joseph Hooker and his father William 
were amongst the earliest hunters 
of rhododendrons, and were also 
both directors of the Kew Botanic 
Gardens.
On display at the lecture will be an 
1891 second edition of the journal, 
lent by the Adelaide Botanic Garden.
The Rhododendron Society is also 
holding a stall at the next Stirling 
Market on Sunday, September 24, 
then a plant sale on Sunday, October 
9, in the lower car park at the Mt 
Lofty Botanic Gardens.
Visitors and new members are 
welcome at the society’s meetings, 
held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 8pm, in the Crafers Institute.

Amy Worth of Stirling chose 
the name Sublimation for the 

inaugural exhibition of her online 
Worth Gallery.
The name refers to the process of 
transformation to a higher state – both 
in science and art.
The exhibition is on display in the 
premises of Fisher Jeffries, level one, 
19 Gouger Street, Adelaide, part of 
the company’s ongoing support for 
the arts.
Guest speaker at the opening, glass 
artist Giles Bettison, paid tribute to 
Amy’s work in setting up the online 
gallery, also bringing together the 
work of 14 artists for the exhibition.
Spread around the large foyer space, 
the exhibition includes pottery, 

paintings, glass, furniture, prints and 
works on paper.
The exhibition continues until 
October 13, Mondays to Fridays, 
9am-5pm.
For further information contact 
amy@worthgallery.com

Glass artist Giles Bettison, left, with Stirling artist Peter Groves and 
his painting ‘Tree Hollow’

Glass containers by Mandi King.

Stirling festival all about free expression

ABOVE: A woomera (spear thrower) painted by Albert 
Namatjira.

RIGHT: A painting by Benjamin Landara, son-in-law of 
Albert Namatjira.

BELOW: Judy Francis with a large dot painting by Dawn 
Bulls and Rosalind Ebartarinja, featuring the rainbow 

serpent.

Namatjira 
to feature
at festival 


