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 WHAT’S ON

Karen Pfeiffer of Nairne is a 
self-taught photographer who 

specialises in natural light birth and 
baby photography.
Hers aren’t only the cute pictures of 
a smiley babe on a fluffy rug – Karen 
takes her photos at the first possible 
moment after the baby is born.
And if the parents ask – subject to 
the doctor’s or midwife’s permission 
– she can takes pictures while the 
mother is in labor.
“It’s such a special time for the 
family,” Karen said. “It’s a privilege 
and an honor to share it.”
Then after a week or two she can 
return to take more photographs of 
the young baby.
Karen, the mother of three children, 
had a photographer record the births 
of her second and third children – the 
latest a water birth for Grace, now 
four weeks old.
She feels the actual birth of a baby is 

not celebrated enough.
“We take pictures at birthdays, 
weddings and other special events, 
but not the birth day itself,” she said.
Karen began taking birth photographs 
nearly two years ago.
The idea began when her first baby 
was born and she wanted to capture 
what he looked like as a newborn.
Because she has to be on call for birth 
photography, she can only book about 
six a year.

So far she has taken photos of births 
at the Mt Barker and Burnside 
hospitals, the Women’s and 
Children’s, at homes, and also a 
hospital water birth.
“I work with the mothers before 
the birth, to arrange the kind of 
photographs they want,” she said.
Karen also discusses the 
arrangements with hospital and 
midwifery staff, to ensure they are 
comfortable with her taking pictures.
And if a caesarian is required, subject 

to the doctor’s agreement, she can 
take photos in the theatre.
Her pictures are usually in black-
and-white, but she will use color if 
requested.
As the final moments of birth can 
happen quite quickly, Karen said she 
has to know her camera equipment 
backwards.
“There’s no second chance to do it 
again,” she laughed.
For further information, see the 
website www.karenpfeiffer.com.au

Kate Grenville visits
Author Kate Grenville, above, will 
be in Stirling on Tuesday, September 
13, to talk about her books, including 
the latest, Sarah Thornhill.
‘An Afternoon with Kate’ is being 
organised by Matilda Bookshop and 
the Adelaide Hills Council, as part 
of the Australian Government’s Get 
Reading initiative.
It will be held in the Stirling 
Community Theatre, at 1pm.
Sarah Thornhill forms the third book 
in Kate Grenville’s colonial trilogy, 
the first two being The Lieutenant and 
The Secret River.
While the new book is a sequel to The 
Secret River, it is also a stand-alone 
novel.
It tells the story of Sarah Thornhill, 
born in 1816. Her father was an 
ex-convict who made good in the new 
colony of Australia.
They had 300 acres of land, a fine 
stone house, and money rolling in. 
Her stepmother called Sarah wilful, 
however Jack Langland loves Sarah 
and she loves him.
But there’s a secret in the Thornhill 
family, and when it comes out, it 
draws everything into its tangles.
As the secret unfolds, Sarah travels 
from the family home in the 
Hawkesbury Valley to NZ and among 
the strangers there, sees the way 
things really are.
Bookings are essential for the talk, 
phone 8408 0420, or visit the website 
at www.ahc.sa.gov.au/library

By Joan Clayton

Stirling artist and arts promoter 
Amy Sierp-Worth is launching her 

on-line gallery tomorrow (September 
1) with an exhibition Sublimation 
at Fisher Jeffries, Gouger Street, 
Adelaide.
It will be launched by Amy along 
with Nicholas Linke of Fisher 
Geffries, with guest speaker Giles 
Bettison, internationally acclaimed 
glass artist.
Amy enjoys both sides of art – the 
practice and promotion.
Over the past 15 years she has been 
working in glass, in Adelaide and in 
Bali, as well as curating exhibitions 
and organising arts events.
“I’m very passionate about art,” she 
says. “And I’m very much a doer – I 
like to get things done.
“Many artists are too busy to spend 
time on promotion and the business 
side, so this is where I can help.”
Now a mother of two, she works 
from home and has set up the on-line 
Worth Gallery, to promote the work 
of Hills, SA and interstate  artists.
She also assists artists by finding 
venues to display their work, such as 
the Coventry Library, Stirling.
Her site covers opportunities for 
sales, commissions, investment, 
and leasing works for commercial 
premises.
It also enables art-lovers to view new 
works without leaving home.

Fisher Jeffries partner Nicholas Linke and practice development manager Lorraine Wohling are working 
with arts promoter Amy Sierp-Worth and glass artist Nicole Ayliffe, right, to present the exhibition 

‘Sublimation’. Nicole will have several works in the exhibition including the pair, ‘A Moment in Time’, with 
glass bubbles encased in glass blocks.

Amy offers a personal service for 
potential buyers, and will take pieces 
to them so they can see out how they 
will look in their home or office.

Among the artists already featured in 
her gallery are Tim Shaw of Aldgate, 
Giles Bettison, Liz Williams, Tom 
Mirams, Marie Hart and Nicole 

Ayliffe. Sublimation will be on 
display until October 13, Mondays to 
Fridays.
Visit www.worthgallery.com

Opportunity clicks

Photographer Karen Pfeiffer of 
Nairne.

One of Karen Pfeiffer’s natural light photographs of a Mt Barker 
couple after the birth of their child.

A talk by Peter Holderness of 
Mylor at the Stirling library 

attracted a large audience of people 
interested to learn about his work as a 
photographer.
Peter spoke of the development of the 
camera, from Box Brownie to digital.

Often asked which is the best camera 
to use, he said, “the best camera is the 
one you have with you”.
During the talk he showed 
enlargements of some of his recent 
works, including the Mylor post 
office, and scenes from the Ring 
Cycle performance.
“When the light is changing, and you 
only have a few minutes to get the 
picture you want,” he said.
“And sometimes I might take four 

dozen shots, then look through them 
to find the one I want.”
Peter also assists the local historical 
society to preserve the old 
photographs of the district.
He said photographs needed to be not 
just preserved once, but re-preserved 
to ensure they did not deteriorate.
The talk was organised by the Friends 
of the Library, Stirling, the first event 
for the new committee headed by 
David Parker of Carey Gully.

LEFT: Peter Holderness, with his 
photograph of the Mylor post office 
and some of the early pictures he 
has preserved.

A history of pictures, in pictures


